EDMOND PUBLIC SCHOOLS

2019-20

REPORT

TO
THE

COMMUNITY

“Empowering all students

to succeed in a changing society.”

Dear Parents, Guardians, and
Community Members,
Edmond Schools has much to be
proud of. Once again, the district was
recognized by Niche.com as the best
public school district in Oklahoma.
Additionally, U.S. News & World
Report named all three Edmond
High Schools among the top ten in
Oklahoma and Great Expectations
recognized eight of our schools as
“Model Schools.”
While reports such as these serve as validation of our academic performance and success, we
don’t spend much time lingering over such accolades. Yes, we are in the business of preparing
students to be college and career ready, but a critical and equally important component of
that objective is educating the whole child by enhancing their social and emotional wellbeing. A growing body of research points to the critical role educators play in cultivating
inner strength in children through regular practices and programs. To that end, Edmond
Schools is redoubling its efforts to enhance students’ personal and interpersonal readiness and
resiliency to help them reach their highest potential.
A major focus in the district is on regulation practices and TBRI (Trust-Based Relational
Interventions) for students. TBRI is designed to meet the complex needs of vulnerable
children. TBRI uses empowering principles to address physical needs, connecting principles
to address attachment needs, and correcting principles to disarm fear-based behaviors.
While the intervention is based on years of research, the heartbeat of TBRI is connection.
Additionally, the district has added three counselors at our highest enrollment elementary
schools who will be instrumental in assisting students who are having difficulty in school due
to trauma or complex problems at home.
We are also excited about and extremely grateful for a quarter of a million dollar grant, from
a benefactor who wishes to remain anonymous, which will allow us to assist students with
mental health issues as well as behavioral issues brought about by trauma. This generous
grant will pay for, among other things, one full-time behavior counselor, a five-day conscious
discipline institute for more than 100 district personnel and training costs and supplies
required to start two TBRI pilot schools.
Also critically important is our tiered behavior plans which will include, at the utmost level
of concern, our new Fresh Start program. This initiative will be an intensive program to teach
behavior and regulation skills to the students that need it the most.
Our end goal with each of these initiatives is to ensure that staff spends less time correcting
behavior, and more time challenging, inspiring and empowering students to succeed!
I am happy to discuss these initiatives or answer any questions you may have about the
direction of Edmond Schools. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me if I can be of service.
Warm regards,

Bret Towne

Our vision

is to advance
excellence in
everything we do!

ABOUT THE DISTRICT

PATHWAYS TO
EXCELLENCE
Edmond Public Schools
believes in providing students
with rich experiences and
opportunities that result
in high achievement in
academics, athletics, fine arts
and co-curricular activities. By
focusing on teamwork, quality
and integrity we believe we
empower students to succeed.

MISSION

“Empowering all
students to succeed in
a changing society.”

BY THE NUMBERS

24,954
3

RD

LARGEST district

STUDENTS

(Student membership as of May 2019)

in Oklahoma

 3 High Schools

Boulevard Academy
(Alternative school for credit
recovery)

 6 Middle Schools
 17 Elementary Schools
 1 Early Childhood Center

ETHNICITY/RACE
White .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Black  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Hispanic  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Mixed .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Asian  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
American Indian  .  .  .
Native Hawaiian or
Pacific Islanders .  .  .  .
Immigrants .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

62%
.11%
.11%
 . 9%
 . 5%
 . 2%
<1%
 . 1%

MEMBERSHIP IN

2.4 MILLION

MEALS SERVED PER YEAR

26.99% of students
qualify for free or
reduced price meals

INSTRUCTIONAL
PROGRAMS

Gifted and Talented  .  . 21%
Special Education  .  .  . 12%
Title 1 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20%
English Learners .  .  .  .  . 5%

Named a

TOP WORKPLACE

by The Oklahoman in
2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018

$

3,000+
EMPLOYEES

Largest Full-time
Employer in Edmond

ANNUAL BUDGET

$167 MILLION

BOND ISSUES PASSED:

59 SINCE 1959

Edmond Public Schools spans

130 SQUARE MILES

in Edmond, OKC and rural
Oklahoma and Logan Counties

2 MILLION MILES

OUR SCHOOL AND ACTIVITY
BUSES TRAVEL IN ONE YEAR

*This information is accurate at the time of printing

ACADEMICS
Edmond Public Schools instructional vision is based on five pillars:
Collaboration, Creativity, Choice, Inquiry, and Reflection.

REFLECTION

INQUIRY

CHOICE

CREATIVITY

COLLABORATION

Students succeed when provided with strategic learning experiences
that foster the use of the five pillars.



COLLABORATION: Ensures that students are working together and
practicing reciprocal respectful conversations.



CREATIVITY: Ensures that students apply knowledge in original ways
using their own strengths and skills.



CHOICE: Ensures that students are provided with a flexible structure that
supports various student needs.



INQUIRY: Ensures that teachers foster a classroom environment that
promotes questions and allows students to display curiosity and investigate.



REFLECTION: Ensures that students approach problem-solving with
perseverance and confidence and receive feedback that empowers them
to set incremental goals toward long-term results.

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE


Cathey Bugg, principal at
Heritage Elementary, was
named the 2019 Oklahoma
Association of Elementary
School Principals Administrator
of the Year.



U.S. News and World Report named all three Edmond High Schools
among the top 10 in the state.



Gifted and Talented teacher Debra Wood was named the Oklahoma
Elementary Science Teacher of the Year by the Oklahoma Science
Teachers Association.

Edmond garnered six OSSAA
state athletic championships in
2018-2019 including: Santa Fe
High School Baseball, Santa Fe
High School Volleyball, Edmond
North High School Boys’ Tennis
(second consecutive state title),
Edmond North High School
Girls’ Golf (second consecutive
state title), Edmond North High
School Cheerleading Squad
(5th consecutive title), and
Edmond Memorial Girls’ Track
(4th consecutive state title).



Edmond leads the state in the number of National Merit Finalists and
Commended Scholars.



Edmond boasts 11 National Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence—the
most of any district in the state.



Edmond students score well above the state and national average in
the ACT Composite Test averaging a composite score of 23.6.



Edmond offers 35 advanced placement classes. Last spring, students
passed a total of 2,864 AP tests.



Eight Edmond Public Schools have been named Great Expectations
(GE) Model schools. They are Heritage Elementary; John Ross
Elementary; West Field Elementary; Washington Irving Elementary;
Frontier Elementary; Cross Timbers Elementary; Centennial
Elementary; and Cheyenne Middle School.

Edmond high schools raised a staggering $1.6 million for
their selected charities. Included in the total was a history
breaking $587,952 raised by Edmond Memorial High
School for the Boys and Girls Club of Oklahoma County.

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE


Last year, Edmond Santa Fe High School student David Yao,
Edmond Memorial High School students Oliver Wu, Will Hartman,
and Kevin Zhang and graduates Erin Carter and Cade Christison
earned perfect scores on the ACT College Entrance Exam.



Santa Fe High School students Christine Nguyen and Harman
Kaur’s essay on the second amendment won the 2019
Congressional Seminar Essay Contest for high school students.



Edmond North High School 2019 graduate Shabeeba Kasem
was one of two Oklahoma students selected as a U.S. Presidential
Scholar, one of the nation’s highest honors bestowed upon a
graduating senior.

The Edmond Memorial High School newspaper staff won
All-Oklahoman and All-State awards from the Oklahoma Scholastic
Media’s All-Oklahoman and All-State awards.



Edmond Memorial High School 2019 graduate Grace Fox
received the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Scholarship
to Columbia University.



Santa Fe High School student Christine Nguyen was named
the Oklahoma winner in the Library of Congress Letters and
Literature Competition.



Summit Middle School student Michael Tipton won the
Oklahoma State Geography Bee.



Edmond North High School student Olivia Castilla was
selected as a U.S. Senate page.

Cheyenne Middle School’s Technology
Student Association was named Middle
School State Champion!

TEACHER OF THE YEAR
EDMOND NORTH HIGH SCHOOL ART
TEACHER CARA BOWERMAN is the
2019-2020 Edmond Teacher of the Year.
Bowerman has been in her current position
for seven years. She teaches painting,
drawing, design and 3D sculpture and also
serves as the head coach of Girls’ Cross
Country and Track.
Bowerman started her teaching career at
Edmond North. When she began, she was
still healing from multiple fractures she
sustained in a car accident after a driver
broadsided her going twice the speed limit.
Following the accident, it was her students
who gave her the motivation to push
through the daily pain.
“The doctor healed my broken bones, but
my students healed me. Every step I took
down the halls of Edmond North High
School, the stronger I got.”
Although an elective, Bowerman says the art department at Edmond North High School
functions just like any other core department, setting clear objectives for students and
outlining expectations for behaviors while in the art room. Bowerman says aligning
curriculums among all five art teachers and abiding by the Professional Learning Community
(PLC) model enables the art department to better meet the needs of students.
“Being clear about our prerequisites, assessments, and regulations has resulted in numerous
awards and more students choosing to advance through our program into Art and Design
careers.”
Bowerman seeks out opportunities to grow and earlier this year attended the National Art
Education Association Convention where she learned more PLC strategies and new lesson
plans about how to integrate art into STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math).
“From seeking out grant opportunities to aligning curriculum to assisting students with
career choices, Cara’s enthusiasm for her craft seems to have no limits,” said Superintendent
Bret Towne. “She is a profile of courage and resiliency and a fitting representative of Edmond
Public Schools’ 1500 teachers.”

SCHOOL BOARD
THE EDMOND PUBLIC SCHOOLS BOARD OF EDUCATION establishes policies and
procedures to ensure the successful operation of the school district. Board members oversee
construction projects, education-related purchases, and district policies while acting within
the framework of state and federal laws. Each member of the five-person board is elected to
a five-year term by patrons of the Edmond Public Schools district. Board members must live
within district boundaries.

Board Members (left to right)
Cynthia Benson; District 4,
Jamie Underwood; District 3,
Lee Ann Kuhlman; President; District 1,
Meredith Exline; District 5,
Kathleen Duncan; Vice-President; District 2

MONEY MATTERS
EDMOND PUBLIC SCHOOLS is committed to fiscal responsibility to ensure that maximum
resources reach our classrooms. Faculty and Staff are dedicated to being good stewards of
taxpayer dollars by aligning our actions, resources and procedures in order to provide our
students with the best educational experiences possible. The following pages outline the
District’s expenditures, per-pupil state funding and funding sources and their uses.

EDMOND PUBLIC
SCHOOLS HAS AN

AA+

BOND RATING
FROM STANDARD
AND POOR’S.
The District is reviewed twice
per year and was upgraded
from AA to AA+ in March
2018 and has retained that
rating since.

GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES
(For the year ended June 30, 2019)
CENTRAL SERVICES
INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

TRANSPORTATION
SCHOOL
ADMINISTRATION

FACILITIES

INSTRUCTION
STUDENT SERVICES










Instruction 65.6%
Student Services (e.g. counselors,
psychologists, speech pathologists) 8.6%
Facilities Operations (maintenance and
custodial salaries) 6.5%
School Administration 6.3%
Student Transportation 4.6%
Instructional Support (e.g. curriculum,
professional development, instructional
technology) 4.6%
Central Services (e.g. personnel,
accounting, technology) 2.6%
General Administration 1.2%

ENROLLMENT & STATE AID FUNDING PER PUPIL 2004-2019
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FUNDING SOURCES & THEIR USES

9

Fund

Primary Revenue Sources

Primary Allowable Uses

General Fund

Local & county taxes, state aid,
dedicated state revenue, federal
program reimb., other reimb.

Payroll, transportation expense,
supplies,materials, furniture, equipment,
textbooks, general operating expenses

Building Fund

Local & county taxes

Repair & maintenance of facilities,furniture,
equipment, utilities, custodial

Child Nutrition Fund

Student & staff lunch purchases,
state & federal reimbursements

Food, payroll, supplies & equipment

Bond Funds

Sale of bonds after voter approval

Construction projects, furniture, equip.,
uniforms, textbooks, school buses, etc.

Activity Funds

Student activities, fundraisers,
vending commissions, donations

Student activities, supplies, materials,
equipment, refreshments

Sinking Fund

Local taxes after voter approval
of bonds

Bond principal and interest payments,
judgments

Gift Fund

Restricted grants from
private sources

As specified in grant

FUNDING SOURCES ANDSupport
THEIR
USES
of student
and school activities

Sanctioned
Parent Groups
(not District money)

Fundraisers, donations, dues

(wider latitude than activity fund)

CAPITAL EXPANSION
BOND FUNDING FUELS CAPITAL EXPANSION
Edmond is fortunate to enjoy tremendous community support. Since 1959, voters have
passed 59 consecutive bond issues! The support has allowed the district to invest in a wide
variety of capital improvement projects to meet the needs of a growing district. Bond
funds have been used to build new schools, classroom additions, media centers, music
rooms, stadiums, gymnasiums, storm shelters and to purchase land for the construction
of two new elementary schools in 2021. Additionally, the district has established a history
of collaboration with the city of Edmond to leverage district bond funds with city capital
improvement funds to provide facilities that benefit students and the community. The first
such project was a competition swimming pool. The second project is The Edmond Tennis
Center, which is scheduled to open in 2020. Funding for the $15 million initiative comes
from the 2015 and 2017 school bonds as well as the city’s 2017 Capital Improvement Sales
Tax Fund.

The bond-funded
Santa Fe High
School band room/
storm shelter was
completed in July,
2019. The addition
adds 11,628 square
feet to the school.

The Chisholm
Elementary bondfunded classroom
addition/storm
shelter was
completed in July
2019. The addition
adds 8,800 square
feet to the school.

PROJECTS RECENTLY COMPLETED OR UNDER CONSTRUCTION:












Central Middle School Gymnasium/Storm Shelter, Front Entrance and STEM Center
Cimarron Middle School Media Center/Storm Shelter
Northern Hills Multipurpose Room/Storm Shelter
Frontier Elementary Classroom Addition/Storm Shelter
Chisholm Elementary Classroom Addition
Santa Fe High School Band Room/Storm Shelter				
Memorial High School Stadium and Track
Santa Fe High School Band Room/Storm Shelter
Edmond North High School Classroom Addition/Storm Shelter
Tennis Center

Photo was taken during construction-Summer 2019

The bond-funded Edmond Memorial High School stadium features new
lighting, restrooms, concessions, and parking. For the first time in the
school’s more than 50-year history, the Bulldogs are playing varsity
football on their own campus.

GET CONNECTED:

Like us on Facebook and
follow us on Twitter!

For More Information:
Edmond Public Schools
1001 W. Danforth
Edmond, OK 73003
(405) 340-2800
www.edmondschools.net

